
 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 

Welcome to the 2026-2027 Grand River Academy school year! The opening of the High School 
year always brings excitement, energy, and adventure. Perhaps you read Steinbeck’s, Of Mice and 
Men for the first time, and discover a new concept that changes the way you think about life. Perhaps 
you shoot a bow, or go fishing for the first time, and discover a passion you have for the rest of your life. 
High School is a beautiful time of discovery, before taking on the mission of your adult life. 
 

Grand River Academy has always been a place of formation for the young man. Far beyond the 
classroom material, the relationships and the everyday interactions, from checking your mail, sharing a 
dorm bathroom, playing sports, and evening free time is the stuff of boarding school life. I hope that if 
you are a returning student, you come back with fresh vigor and appreciation for the familiar, and if you 
are coming for the first time, I hope you bring a newness of spirit, and your unique personality to add to 
the mosaic of Grand River Academy! 

 
School Arrival and Information: 

 
●​ Students need to arrive on campus on Tuesday, September 8, 2026. Parents are welcome to 

accompany their sons to the school and help with settling them into their room that day and join 
us for a beautiful welcoming lunch.  
 

●​ All travel plans should be sent to travel@grandriver.org no later than Friday, August 22, 2026. 
Please send an email even if you plan to bring your son to campus.  
 

●​ Students needing transportation from the airport or bus station may reach out to the school for 
assistance. There is a fee attached for school or local transportation services.  
 

●​ All required documents were sent. Please look for those (medical forms, permissions) and have 
all completed and returned to GRA by your son’s arrival at the school.  
 

●​ The suggested list of items for your son to bring to campus is attached. This includes GRA polo 
shirts that are required to be worn during the school day. (These are available for purchase at 
the school). 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Dormitory Guidelines: 
 
Rooms may be decorated in moderation, and each student may decorate one wall, so he feels more at 
home. Please work with your son as he packs to bring less to school for the safety and well-being of 
everyone. The following guidelines will be enforced: 
 
1. Desks, floors, beds, and closet areas will be neat and clean for weekly room inspections. 
 
2. Belongings must fit in the cupboard space provided or other plastic containers that will fit under the 
bed or in the closet area. 
 
3. Food must be stored in sealed plastic containers or in a refrigerator. 
 
4. Please remember nothing can be permanently attached to the walls so Command strips or sticky 
putty must be used to hang items. No double-sided tape. 
 
5. Personal hygiene items must be kept in a portable tote for your son to take in and out of the 
bathroom daily (this makes keeping the bathrooms clean much easier for the students). 
 
6. Dorm parents, faculty, assigned staff, and administration will work with the guys to help keep the 
rooms in compliance with the guidelines. If needed, a student may be asked to pack and store excess 
items in a safe location until they may be sent home. 
 
Finally, the student handbooks are posted on the website. I encourage you to review the information 
with your son. A signed acknowledgement needs to be returned to the school upon campus arrival for 
the school year. 
 
Feel free to reach out to me or anyone at the school with questions. Here’s to a great 2026-2027 school 
year! 
 
Regards, 
 
Thomas Polak L.P.C.C.  
Head of School 
Grand River Academy 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

OPENING DAY SCHEDULE - Tuesday Sep 8th 
 

9:00AM - 11:00AM Continental Breakfast available on the Quad of North, West and Warren 

Halls  

9:00AM-1:00PM Student Move-In: North Hall, West Hall, Warren Hall. Dorm Greeters available  
during move in, Parents can access Registration, Medical, and Business information in Green 
Hall 
1:00PM Cookout Lunch and Games on the Quad. Parents Depart after lunch 

2:00PM-3:30PM Ohio vs The World Flag Football Game at the soccer field 

5:30PM Dinner in Armington Hall 

6:30PM School Meeting in Bud Field Student Center: schedules, sports, daily routine 

7:30PM New Student Testing in Green Hall library 

7:30PM Gym and Student Center Open 

8:30PM Bonfire/Volleyball/S’mores at the Student Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
2026-2027 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR 
 
August 31-Sept. 3, 2026​ ​ Faculty/Staff In-Service 
September 7, 2026​ ​ ​ Labor Day 
September 8, 2026​ ​ ​ Students Arrive 
September 9, 2026​ ​ ​ Orientation 
September 10, 2026​ ​ ​ Classes Begin 
October 23, 2026​ ​ ​ Grading Period One Ends 
October 23- 24, 2026​​ ​ Parent/Teacher Conferences (No Classes) 
October 23-25, 2026​ ​ ​ Parents Weekend  (Schedule of Events to Follow)​ ​  
November 21-29, 2026​ ​ Thanksgiving Break 
December 11, 2026​  ​   ​ Grading Period Two Ends 
December 14-16, 2026​ ​ Midterm Exams  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Monday, 12/14 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 9:30 am-A Block Exam 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1:00 pm-B Block Exam 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Tuesday 12/15 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 9:30 am-C Block Exam 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1:00 pm-D Block Exam 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Wednesday 12/16 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 9:30 am-E Block Exam 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 1:00 pm-F Block Exam 
December 17, 2026​ ​ ​ Winter Break Begins 
January 10, 2027​ ​ ​ Students Return 
January 11, 2027​ ​ ​ Classes Resume 
February 11-17, 2027​ ​ Presidents’ Day-Long Weekend 
March 12, 2027​ ​ ​ Grading Period Three End 
March 19-April 4, 2027​ ​ Spring Break 
April 5, 2027​ ​ ​ ​ Classes Resume 
May 7-9, 2027​​ ​ ​ Alumni Weekend & Annual Gala 
May 21, 2027​ ​  ​ ​ Grading Period Four Ends 
May 24-26, 2027​ ​ ​ Final Exams 
May 24, 2027​ ​ ​ ​ Senior Trip 
May 26-27, 2027​ ​ ​ Underclassmen depart for Summer 
May 28, 2027​ ​ ​ ​ Senior Banquet 
May 29, 2027​ ​ ​ ​ Graduation 
May 30, 2027​ ​ ​ ​ Summer Break Begins 

 



 
 
WHAT YOU SHOULD BRING TO CAMPUS: 
 
BASIC ITEMS: 
 

●​ Sports gear 
●​ Clothing (Khakis, Jeans, Dress Pants) 
●​ Toiletries 
●​ Money/credit/debit card 
●​ Backpack/book bag 
●​ Luggage/travel supplies 
●​ One Dress Shirt 
●​ Sneakers/Sandals 
●​ Laptop computer 
●​ Bedding (Two sets Sheets, Pillows, Comforter) 
●​ Winter Coat/Boots/Hat/Gloves 
●​ Towels 
●​ Prescription medications in original bottle from pharmacy 
●​ Cell Phone 
●​ Personal Sports Equipment 

 
PROHIBITED ITEMS: 
 

●​ Candles/flammables 
●​ Irons 
●​ Pets 
●​ Drugs/alcohol 
●​ Fireworks 
●​ Firearms 
●​ Pornography 
●​ Tobacco products, including vaporizers and e-cigarettes 
●​ Orbeez/Paintball/Airsoft/bb or pellet guns 
●​ Cooking appliances 
●​ Laser pointers 
●​ Extension cords 
●​ Electric blankets or comforters 
●​ TV Monitors 
●​ Gambling paraphernalia 

 


